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In many ways, September 6, 2018 is as momentous 
th

a day as August 15  1947 was. On that day although 
India gained freedom from foreign rule but it still 

th
remained oppressive in one aspect. On 6  of September, 
India's LGBT community won its battle to 
decriminalise homosexuality and repeal Section 377. 
Now, the LGBT community in India breathes freedom 
and lives in dignity. This is also Independence Day for 
them. LGBT or GLBT are the initials to what stands for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and Q for Queer or 
those who are questioning their sexual identity. 
LGBTQ was recorded since 1996.

The Khajuraho temple in India contains several 
depictions of homosexual activities. Historians have 
long argued that predominant Indian Society neither 
criminalised same sex relationship nor viewed such 
relations as immoral. Transgenders had held high 

th th
positions in courts of Mughal rulers in their 16  and 17  
centuries. In fact, Hinduism acknowledges a third 
gender known as “Hijra”. Section 377 of Indian 
Constitution which treats consensual sexual acts by 
adults of same sex as an offence, was modelled on 
British Buggary Act of 1533 and had survived on 
Statute in India though it had been scraped in Britain.

Homosexual activities were considered to be a 
criminal offence from introduction of Section 377 of 
Indian Penal Code in 1860 until Delhi High Court 

You know you've read a good book when you turn the last page and

feel a little as if you have lost a friend – Paul Sweeney

decriminalised it in 2004 in NAZ Foundation Vs Govt 
of NCT of Delhi. Later this was recriminalized again 
until Supreme Court's five Judge Bench reached a 
unanimous decision of decriminalising the 
homosexual act again on 6th of September. NAZ 
Foundation's Sunial Mehra & Nautej Johar, Menaka 
Guruswamy, Ritu Dalmia, Akkai Padmashali are one of 
the crusaders who have spent decades fighting for it 
despite all stigma and challenges.

The Court has declared what is lawful, but ultra-
judicial organisations, education and political 
engagement are still needed to extend rights to them 
and realise equality for all LGBTQ people. This victory 
shall gather real meaning with existence of laws that 
shall allow same sex marriage a recognition, step child 
and joint adoption, serving the military openly, access 
to IVR for lesbian couples and MSMs to donate blood. 
The consent has won a battle but the  war is still 
remaining. 

The Chief Justice of India, Dipak Mishra's 
statement “I am what I am so take me as I am” says that 
no one can escape from their individuality. Now India 
is to join 17 Commonwealth Nations that have 
overturned laws criminalising homosexuality. It is a 
victory over prejudices and will pave the way for equal 
and inclusive society.
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Once you learn to read, you will be forever free – Frederick Douglas
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14 A book is a gift you can open again and again – Garrison Keillor

Talk on Social Entrepreneurship and Gender 
Equality 

Interactive Sessions at Silicon 

Ms. Cynthia Hellen, the founder & CEO of 
SMPLCT Lab NY which is a socially conscious 
innovation laboratory creating sustainable products, 
made a presentation on opportunities in social 

th
entrepreneurship and gender equality at Silicon on 11  
August 2018 . The event was attended by a good 
number of faculty members, staff and students who 
found the talk inspiring.  Ms. Hellen's visit to India was 
sponsored by the US Department of State and the US 
Consul General of Hyderabad.

Expert Talk on Entrepreneurship

An expert talk on Entrepreneurship Development 
was arranged by the Entrepreneurship Development 

th
Cell on 26  October 2018. Mr. J. K. Rath, Director, 
Mechem Private limited delivered the talk on his 
journey as an entrepreneur and highlighted the 
opportunities of entrepreneurship in the current 
scenario in Odisha. More than 70 students attended the 
talk.

Interactive Talk Session by B. K. Savita

Brahma Kumari Sister B. K. Savitha spoke to 
th

students and staff in two separate meetings on 10  
November 2018. She spoke to students on Relationship 
Management. And she spoke to staff members on 
Positive Thinking. Both the sessions were attended by a 
large number of students and faculty members.

Industrial Talk 



15Reading is a discount ticket to everywhere – Mary Schmich

Observation of Independence Day 
nd

Silicon observed the 72  Independence Day of the 
th

country in its premise on 15  August 2018. The 
Principal Dr. Jaideep Talukdar hoisted the national flag 
which was followed by the national anthem. The 
Silicon Theater Club played a street act on GST on this 
occasion. The Meta-Academics Cell organized a 
debate competition on the topic "India in the Era of 
Social Media" on the occasion.

An industrial talk was organised by the Department 
thof CSE & IT on 28  December 2018. Mr. Gourav 

Kumar from Thought Spot delivered a talk on the 
Importance of Thinking Big in Life. In the inspirational 
talk, he told about  his journey to IISc Bangalore and 
put a glimpse of life at IISc, Bengaluru. He highlighted 
different research opportunities and dove into Query 
Optimization. In the end, he spoke on the things being 
done at Thought Spot and Interacted with the students.

Visit by Mr. Abhijit Sen 

Mr. Abhijit Sen, Founder Director of Syllogistek 
Systems Private Ltd., visited Silicon Institute of 

th thTechnology, Bhubaneswar on 15  & 16  January 2019. 
He gave an Industrial Talk titled “Revamp You” to the 

th
6  semester students. The talk focused on the latest IT 
Industry trends, industry challenges and industry 
offerings that can help differentiate students in the 

th th
industry. He addressed the 4  semester and 8  semester 
students as well.

Abhijit had an interaction with a selected group of 
CS/IT/MCA faculty regarding the latest trends in IT 
where the faculty expressed their eagerness to keep 
abreast of the latest technologies.

Interaction Session with Mr. Rajesh Menon

Mr. Rajesh Menon, an Entrepreneur & Digital 

th th
Marketing Expert visited the Institute on 8  and 9  

February 2019. Currently he is the CEO & Founder at 
Agencyonnet.com, Managing Director at Impact 

thMarketing Services Pvt. Ltd. On 8  February he 
thdelivered the Industry Lecture to 6  semester students 

on Digital Marketing followed by an interactive 
session with the class representatives and interested 
students from final years. He also had an interactions 
with all incubates on MSME and in-house projects, 
with faculty members, and Deans and HODs' about 
various issues, also the possibility of offering courses 
on digital marketing and about utilizing the digital 
marketing process for our admission.

Interaction with Prof. A.K. Tripathy

AICTE-INAE distinguished Prof. A.K.Tripathy 
th

visited the college on 15  March 2019. Many faculty 
members interacted with him and discussed on recent 
trends and research opportunities on Electrical 
Engineering.

th
On 4  September Prof. A. K. Tripathy started his 

activities at Silicon as an AICTE-INAE distinguished 
Visiting Professor. The Department of EEE is 
coordinating activities such as Special lectures, 
Students Projects and Research Consultancy during the 
current academic year by Prof. Tripathy.

World Mental Health Day 2018

The Department of Basic Sciences and Humanities 
thobserved the World Mental Health Day on 10  October 

2018.  A Slogan Writing Competition was held on the 
topic “Young People and Mental Health in a changing 
world” in the morning session and a Speech 
Competition was conducted on “Internet addiction and 
its impact on Mental Health of Generation Z” in the 
afternoon session. The Principal, Prof. Jaideep 
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Talukdar addressed the students and talked about the 
importance of Mental Health. Dr. Saswati Jena, the 
Counselling Psychologist of Silicon talked about 
Stigmas attached with Mental health and seeking the 
professional help and how to take maximum benefits of 
The Counselling Cell of Silicon Institute of 
Technology. The students had shown their enthusiasm 
and they have touched many dimensions of Internet 
addiction and shared their opinions. Dr. Saswati Jena's 
talk on “Types of Internet Addiction and how to get rid 

thof this addiction” on 27  of October, 2018, concluded 
the observation with giving away of prizes to the 
student winners. 

Silicon celebrated its Foundation Day

thSilicon celebrated its Foundation Day on 10  
September 2018. Prof. Omkar Nath Mohanty delivered 
the Foundation Day Lecture on the occasion. He spoke 
on “Creating Engineering Professionals for Nation 
Building”. Prof. Mohanty emphasized on the quality of 
technical education to build right kind of professionals 
for different levels of technical manpower 
requirements. He also talked about the background of 
the accreditation process and its significance. 

Vigilance Awareness Week and National Unity Day

The Vigilance Awareness Week was celebrated 
th rd

from 29  October to 3  November 2018 and the 
stNational Unity Day on 31  October 2018. All students 

along with the faculty members took pledge inside the 
stclassroom between 9:50 am to 10:45 am on 31  

October 2018 both for National Unity and Integrity.

Achievement in Vigilance Awareness Week 
Elocution Competition

Three of our students got prizes in the Vigilance 
Awareness Week debate competition held by NALCO 

th rd
from 29  October to 3  November 2018. In English 

nd rd
Elocution, Silicon got both the 2  and the 3  prizes: 

rd nd
Sanath Kumar Swain, 3  semester EEE got the 2  Prize 

st rd
and Swaraj Baral, 1  semester CSE got the 3  Prize. 

rd rdShweta Santoshi, 3  semester ECE received the 3  
Prize in Hindi Elocution. 

Republic Day Celebration

The Republic Day was celebrated with Prof. 
Jaideep Talukdar (Principal) hoisting the National Flag 
at Silicon which was followed by recital of the National 
Anthem. Prof. Talukdar addressed the gathering and 
emphasized on how women are leading in many areas. 
He cited the example of women leading so many 
contingents in the Republic Day Parade in New Delhi 
for the first time. He also recalled the contributions of 
the freedom fighters and asked the students to 
contribute their share in nation building. The 
celebration ended with refreshment and sweets.

Martyrs Day

Silicon observed Martyrs Day (Saheed Divas), 
the death anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi with two 

thminutes silence prayer at 11:00 am. on 30  January 
2019. All Siliconites stood at their respective 
workplace and observed the silent prayer when the bell 
rang at for the same.

Celebration of International Women's Day

To celebrate the International Women's Day, the 
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a faithful friend and a good library – Aphra Behn

Industry Interface Cell, on behalf of Silicon Institute of 
thTechnology, organized an event on 9  March 2019. 

This Year's Campaign theme for International Women's 
Day celebration worldwide was Balance for Better. Ms. 
Soumya Mohapatra, Group Manager Diversity and 
Inclusivity Lead for Infosys, Bhubaneswar was the Key 

Speaker during the address session. Many Faculty 
Members and Staff attended the talk.

The Silicon Meta-Academics Cell conducted a 
poster presentation and a slogan writing competition. A 
special award of the Best Young Student Achiever 
Award was given to Ms. Shubhangi Nayak of IT branch 
for her leadership skills.  

Events of the Sports and Cultural Committee  

Consonance  2018

The Annual Music and Dance Competition 
Consonance 2018 was by the Silicon Music Club. Top 
8 students were selected from the audition rounds for 
the song and dance categories. Akash Kumar Jena was 
declared as the winner and Punyadeep Pattanaik was 
declared the runners-up for Song category. H. Rukshar 
was the winner and Subha Snigdha was the runners-up 
for the Dance category. 

Rhythmnova

The Annual Fest of Silicon Music Club, 
Rhythymnova, was successfully conducted in the 

th
evening of 12  January 2019. The event was 
inaugurated by Director-in-charge, Principal, Dean 
Academics, FC Music Club and Student Secretary. The 

events constituted of solo song, solo dance, group 
dance, musical band, were well coordinated and 
executed. The auditions for the same were held on 
earlier dates.

Annual Athletic Meet
th

The 12  Annual Athletic Meet of Silicon Institute of 
th

Technology was held in the Silicon ground on 19  
January 2019. It started with inauguration at 9 am by 
Dr. Saroj Kanta Misra, Dean (Administration & 
Student Affairs) followed by oath taking ceremony by 
Biswajit Parida (Sports Secretary of Silicon Student 
Council) along with the participants. Various sports and 
games events were conducted with success.

Silicon Sports Meet

Inter college Sports Meet for Volleyball and 
th th

Basketball was held from 4  to 8  of February 2019 in 
the Bhubaneswar campus of Silicon. All the matches 
were played smoothly between 4 pm to 8 pm with true 
sportsman spirit and were enjoyed by the audience. 
Nine different colleges had participated under 
volleyball category. They were TRIDENT, CET, 
DRIEMS, GIFT, GITA, OEC, SILICON (W), KMBB 
and SILICON. The winner and runners-up teams were 
GITA and SILICON respectively. Similarly, thirteen 
different colleges participating under basketball 
category were NIST, TRIDENT, BGU, KIIT, CVRCE, 
DRIEMS, CET, Sri Sri University, GITA, Silicon(W), 
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OUAT and SILICON. The winner and runners-up team 
were KIIT and SILICON respectively. All the matches 

had been judged by external referees and coordinated 
by the sports officer. The prize distribution ceremony 

th
was held on 8  of February 2019.

Aurabinda Misra Memorial Open Quiz 2019 and 
Inter-college Computer Science Quiz

Silicon Quiz Club in collaboration with CSI Student 
Chapter of Silicon organized the Aurabinda Misra 
Memorial Open Quiz 2019 and Inter-college Computer 

thScience Quiz on 9  February 2019. Thirty-three teams 
participated in the preliminary round out of which eight 
teams were selected for the final round.  The prelims 
and finals of the Quiz were conducted by Quiz Master 
Ankit Jena. He is an alumnus of CET Bhubaneswar and 
is one of the best-known Quizzer in the Country with 
Nation Quizzing Titles under his name. The Tech Fest 

th th th
NOESIS 2019 was organized on 14 , 15  and 16  of 
February 2019. There participants from different 
colleges and even Silicon. The total numbers of events 
conducted were 32. There were five other fun events 
which were also of major attraction. It had several 
alluring prizes for the winners.

The Annual Function ZYGON 2019 was organized 
th th thwith all pomp and show on 14 , 15  and 16  of February 

2019. The three days of the Annual Function had 

NOESIS & ZYGON 2019  

several cultural renditions, which included songs, 
dances, a band performance and the runway. The 
opening ceremony was marked by lighting of lamps, a 
welcome address by Principal, an odissi dance and a 
welcome song. All the three days had prize distribution 
ceremonies to felicitate the winners of various cultural 
and literary events including commemorating the 
contributions of the various secretaries and core team 
members of several students' clubs and cells. 
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Quizzarama
thSilicon Quiz Club organized Quizzarama on 16  

March 2019 inside the college premise. Quiz Master 
stSajjan Parida conducted the quiz. The 1  prize was 

ndbagged by Ritwik Tripathy and Toyad Pattnaik. 2  
prize was awarded to Arnab Banerjee and Harsh.  

rd
Siddhant Panda and Swaraj Dash were the 3  prize 
winner.

Open Mic

The annual event of the debating club of Meta-
Academics Cell was conducted with an exhibition of 
the debating skills of the students of Silicon. It was an 
open air event conducted successfully by the students.

Seminars and Workshops 

DAUR-2018

A one-week National Workshop on Data Analytics 
th thUsing R (DAUR  2018) was Organized from 6  to 12  

July 2018 by the Departments of CSE, IT, and MCA in 
Collaboration with OITS, Bhubaneswar, CSI-Silicon 
Student Chapter and ISTE-Silicon Students' Chapter. 
Dr. Debasish Samanta from IIT, Kharagpur and Dr. 
Rudra Mohan Tripathy from Xavier University, 
Bhubaneswar acted as resource persons.  

Seminar by Team MANAM

A seminar was conducted by the members from 
th

MANAM Foundation on 8  September 2018 in the 
college. Around 120 students attended the program. 
Two Speakers: Ms. Anuradha Mahapatra and Ms. 
Somya Sucharita Mohapatra from MANAM 
Foundation spoke on Mental Health and Hygiene, Self-
awareness & Self-assessment and Suicide Prevention. 

IoT Workshop

An 8-day workshop on Internet of Things (IoT) was 
th thconducted from 4  to 13  September 2018 by the 

Department of Computer Science and Engineering in 
association with LectureNotes Technologies, 
Bhubaneswar. The workshop covered topic from basic 
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi communication to Sensor 
communication techniques. Arduino, NodeMCU, 

Light sensors (LDR), Sonar Sensors, Temperature and 
Humidity Sensors were provided as a part of the 
training kit to 165 participates for having expertise on 
IOT.

Entrepreneurship Awareness Camp 

The Entrepreneurship Development Cell of Silicon 
organized an Entrepreneurship Awareness Camp from 

nd th
22 to 24  September 2018.  More than 150 students 
from different semesters actively participated in the 
awareness camp. Dr. R. N. Behera, Senior Director 
(Technical), NIC, Dr. A. K. Rath, CMD, Hemlata 
Hospitals and Research Centre, Dr. B. S. Pani, Mr. S. K. 
Rath, Assistant Director, MSMEDI and Mr. Chitta 
Ranjan Pattnaik, Regional coordinator, EDII addressed 
and interacted with the students during the program

NWIVP-2018

The Department of Electronics & Communication 
Engineering organized a 2-day National Workshop on 

th thImage and Video Processing between 28  and 29  of 
September 2018. There were 127 student participants 
in the two-day workshop. Dr. Aditya Acharya, SIT 
Bhubaneswar spoke in  the introductory session on the 
broad area of image processing and computer vision. 
Dr. Priyadarshi Kanungo from C. V. Raman College of 
Engineering delivered a talk on “Moving object 
detection and tracking”. Dr. Suvendu Rup from IIIT 
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Bhubaneswar gave a talk on video compression on the 
nd 2 day. A hands-on-training session on Image 

Processing was taken by Prof. Nihar Ranjan Panda, SIT 
Bhubaneswar on the same day. The workshop was 
convened by Dr. Aditya Acharya.

FDP on Effective Communication and Self 
Motivation

The HR Cell arranged an FDP for faculty members 
thon 5  December 2018. It was a continuation of the 

thInduction program conducted on 10  August 2018. 
Thirty-five faculty members attended the program. 
There were four talks during the program. Er. Nitai 
Dhall, working Trustee addressed on Silicon Core 
Values, Dr. Saroj Misra, Dean Administration spoke on 
Effective Communication Skills, and Dr. Debabrata 
Kar Dean Academics told on Broader Perspective of 
Faculty Responsibilities and Prof. P. K. Rath, Retired 
Professor of Psychology Department, Utkal University 
delivered on Self-Motivation, Counselling and 
Motivating students. 

Eduvance IoT Workshop

A two-day IoT workshop was organized by 
nd rdEduvance in collaboration with Microchip on 2  & 3  

of November from 10 am to 5 pm at VLSI and 
Communication Lab, Silicon Institute of Technology. 
Mr. Sidharth Bhatter, director of Karkhana Club 
educated on the basics of Arduino and Raspberry Pi and 
highlighted on the future scope and market demand of 
IoT. In the afternoon session, some hands-on were 
conducted on Arduino and ESP8266 Wi-Fi Modules 
and participants worked on projects like LED 
Controlling, Home automation, Door Controlling.  85 
no of student participants learned their dream stream 
i.e. Internet of Things and made it successful.

FDP on Communication and Life Skills for 
Professionals

The Department of BSH in collaboration with the 

HR Cell organized a Faculty Development Program on 
“Communication and Life Skills for Professionals” on 

th 5 January 2019. The members of the English 
department worked together as the organizing team for 
the successful completion of the same. A total of fifty 
two faculty members participated in the program. Ms. 
Amrita Deo and Dr. Saswati Jena from Silicon, and Dr. 
Shradha Padhi from KIIT School of Management were 
the resource persons in the program.

thNational Workshop on Data Science and 46  Annual 
Conference of OMS

Silicon Institute of Technology, Bhubaneswar 
organized the National Seminar on Data Science with 

ththe 46  Annual Conference of Odisha Mathematical 
th th

Society (OMS) on 19 -20  January 2019. Prof. B. L. S. 
Prakasa Rao, former Director of Indian statistical 
Institute was the Chief Guest and Prof. Gokulananda 
Das, former Vice Chancellor of Utkal University was 
the Guest of Honour during the Inaugural Ceremony. 

Several books, periodicals and journals were 
released during the inaugural ceremony which includes 
the Souvenir of the Conference. 

During the technical sessions Prof. B. L. S. Prakasa 
Rao also delivered the Keynote Address. Besides, there 
were six other invited speakers who spoke during the 
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conference. Dr. Bigyani Das, Dayton, Maryland, USA, 
delivered the Prof. Shankar Prasad Mishra Memorial 
Lecture. Dr. Ratikanta Behera from IISER, Kolkata 
delivered the Prof. Ramanath Mohanty Memorial 
Lecture. Prof. Mahendra Prasad Biswal from IIT, 
Kharagpur delivered the Prof. Bama Charan Das  
Memorial Lecture. Prof. Ram Narayan Mahapatra 
from University of Central Florida, USA delivered the 
Prof. Mina Ketan Das Memorial Lecture. Prof. 
Mahendra Nath Mishra, Professor Emeritus, Institute 
of Mathamtics and Applications, delivered a talk on A 
Short Histroy of the Theory of Probability and Prof. 
Bhabani Shankar Panda from IIT, Delhi delivered a talk 
on Dimensional Reduction.

Research papers were presented by different 
researchers on wide range of topics in Analytic 
Functions, Functional Analysis and Sequence Space in 
one hand to Heat & Mass Transfer and Fluid Flow in 
other hand. There were presentations on Classical 
Geometry, Projective Geometry and Finite Geometry 
and also papers on Big Data Statistics & Analytic Tools, 
Data Simulation Algorithms and Computer 
Networking. The range of topics can be perceived from 
the articles like Comparative Study on Siddhanta 
Darpana to Management of Prediabetes with 

Chandraprava Vatika. Also there were research papers 
on M/M/1 Queue, Inventory Models, Fuzzy Integrals, 
Hidden Markov Models, Various types of Optimization 
Problems and Models.

There was discussion on the syllabus of 
mathematics in different boards and universities of 
Odisha. The general body meeting of the OMS was 

thconducted in the afternoon of 20  January 2019 
followed by the valedictory function of the conference. 
There were 180 registered participants and 20 invited 
guests who attended the program.

NWET-2019

The National workshop on Emerging Technologies 
stwas held from 31  January to 2nd February 2019. Sri. 

Hemant Sharma, C.M.D., OPTCL was the chief guest 
for the inaugural ceremony. Vetaran Electrical 
Engineer Mr. K. C. Mohapatra, Former Chairmen of 
OECB, was felicitated during the inauguration 
ceremony. The participants of the workshop witnessed 
a plethora of technical sessions & keynote talks 
delivered by eminent academicians and experienced 
industry professionals during the 3 days. Various 
industries showed interest in exhibiting their products 
to the participants of the workshop. There were 
exhibition stalls from UE systems INC, SONEL 
industries, Megger, etc.
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NWET 2019 witnessed a large participation from 
industry as well as academia.

Demo on using E-Books

A Demo on "How to use the E-books" for all the 
th

faculty members was organised on 9  February 2019 in 
Seminar Hall by Central Library. Mr. Dilip Kumar 
Sarangi, Online Product Specialist from Proquest gave 
the demo before the faculties and staff on access of e-
books on ebook central platform of Proquest which has 
more than 30,000+ ebooks.

NWRAAT-2019

The department of Electronics & Communication 
Engineering organized the National Workshop on 
Recent Advances in Antenna Technology (NWRAAT  

nd2019) on 2  March 2019. The workshop was designed 
to communicate with the students regarding the state-
of-the-art technologies in the field of Antenna and 
Microwave communication. The participants attended 
the lectures and the hands on training on Antenna 
design and optimization using HFSS. Prof. (Dr.) B. B. 
Mangaraj, (Associate Prof., VSSUT, Burla) and Mr. 
Guru Prasad Mishra (ICRS Certified HFSS trainer) 
were the resource persons. There were 66 student  
participants including 24 from other Institutes and 
Universities.

FMET-2019

A two-days National Seminar on Functional 
Materials for Emerging Technologies (FMET-2019) 

st nd
was organized by the Department of BSH from 1  to 2  
of March 2019. The keynote talk was delivered by Dr 
Prakash Kumar Patnaik, Principal Research Scientist, 
Air Defense Science and Technology and Program 
Leader, Defense Research Technologies & 
Sustainment, Aerospace Research Center, National 
Research Council Canada.  There were various talks 
delivered by Dr Naresh Chandra Mishra, Utkal 
University, Dr Subhankar Bedanta, NISER 
Bhubaneswar, Dr Ramakanta Naik, Institute of 

Chemical Technology, Bhubaneswar, Dr Dilip Mishra 
from S'O'A University Bhubaneswar, Dr Sayed Iqbal 
Hosain, Retd. Consultant-cum-joint Director, 
Department of Higher Education, Govt. of Odisha, and 
Dr Pratap Kumar Sahoo, NISER, Bhubaneswar. There 
were more than 170 participants including faculty 
members of various colleges and students.

Workshop on Developing Writing Skills

The Silicon Publication cell conducted a one-day 
Workshop on Developing Writing Skills on 16 March 
2019. The workshop was meant for students, especially 
those who write for college magazines. Mr. Surendra 
Nath Mohanty, a creative writer, was the resource 
person.

Workshop by IEEE Students Chapter

A Workshop on 'IoT with Raspberry pi' was 
conducted by IEEE Student Chapter, SIT at the training 

nd rdcentre on 2  and 3  February'19. There were 40 
students registered from all branches. Mr. Sageer 
Mohammad from Tech Trunck Ventures was the 
resource person. These two days were utilized to 
appraise the students on various applications of IoT in 
their projects and hackathons. 

MIC- IIC Leadership Talk- Shri Ajit Doval

MHRD Innovation Council organized India First 
Leadership Talk series from 11.10 am – 12.30 pm on 

th
19  March 2019. Shri Ajit Doval, National Security 
Advisor, Government of India delivered the talk on 
“Art of Decision Making". Institute Innovation 
Council, Silicon Institute of Technology arranged the 
program at Video Conference Hall. Faculty members 
and Students attended the talk in large numbers.
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Student Club Activities

Fundola

The ZEAL (Zenesis of Enthusiasm about Life) club 
nd

organized a program named FUNDOLA on 22  
September 2018. The objective of this event was to 
collect funds for helping the orphans, physically 
challenged and low privileged homeless children. All 
members prepared food items, art and craft items to sell 
for raising funds. Some funds were utilized on the 

thInternational Deaf and Dumb Day on 26  September 
2018 at Nursery Deaf and Dumb School, Pokhariput. 
The ZEAL team sponsored food and water packets and 
the Silicon Theater Club played a mime act on, 
Freedom Fighters, for the children.

Ahora

The ISTE Students' Chapter of SIT Bhubaneswar 
th

organized a program named Ahora on 15  September 
2018 at our college premises. There were two rounds, 

st
1  round consists events like Visual puzzles, Logical 
reasoning, Verbal ability and Data Interpretation. Top 7 
teams were selected for the final round which was the 
FinOps (Financial operations) event. 357 students 
participated in the program. All the finalists were 
provided with a detailed business model for which they 
had to plan the operations for two years. The winners 
and runners-up were awarded with cash prizes of Rs. 
2000/- and Rs. 1500/- respectively.

Swachhata Pakhwada

Silicon organised its Annual Cleanliness Drive, 
nd thSwachhata Pakhwada, from 22 to 30  September 

2018. Students participated in the drive to clean their 
rooms in the hostel, canteen and dining area, a survey of 
the toilets and corridors of the Institute, and cleaned the 
road side near Sikharchandi Square. The 9-day 
cleanliness drive ended with the prize distribution 
ceremony in which Director-in-charge Dr. Saroj Kanta 

Misra awarded the students.

Robotics Workshop 
rdThe Robotics Club conducted the 3  Robotics 

stWorkshop for the 1  year Students during October to 
December 2018. There were classes on Robot 
Designing starting from simple manual bots to 
complex drone architectures. Pratyush Ranjan Sahoo, 
Anish Sarangi, Asutosh Samal were among the trainer 
from the Students of the higher semester of the college.

National Deaf Sports Championship

The students of ZEAL in association with 
th

Government of Odisha organized the 11  Odisha Deaf 
th

Senior Sports Championship and 4  Odisha Deaf Sub-
Junior/Junior Championship of Odisha Sports Council 

th thof the Deaf, at Silicon on 8  and 9  December 2018. 
Around 200 participants from State Level Associations 
of Deaf and from five schools of the deaf, took part in 
the championship. Around 80 participants were 
selected for the National Deaf Sports Championship to 

th st
be held on 27  to 31  January in Chennai.

Workshop of Photography Club

The Silicon Photography Club successfully 
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organized a One-day workshop on “Basics of Field 
th

Photography” on 19  January, 2019. The club invited 
Mr. Pratyush Satpathy, a Mumbai based renowned 
photographer as the resource person to train our 
students. During the training process, he discussed 
regarding basics of photography like ISO, shutter 
speed, aperture setting and different modifications. At 
the end of the workshop, an on-spot competition was 
conducted for two categories: Mobile Camera 
Photography and DSLR Camera Photography. Around 
40 students from Silicon Photography Club actively 
participated in the workshop.

Workshop of Creative Club

The Silicon Creative Club conducted a One-day 
th

Modern Art Workshop on 19  January 2019. The 
workshop was graced by National Awardee Mr. 
Suryakant Naik as the resource person, who is 
currently working at National Museum of History, 
Bhubaneswar. Around 30 students from our institute 
participated actively in the workshop. At the end of the 
workshop, a painting competition was conducted 
among the participants to encourage their involvement 
in creative design.

Accolades

ISTE Odisha Section Felicitates Silicon

The ISTE Odisha section felicitated Silicon 
Institute of Technology, Bhubaneswar for the year 
2018 for its distinguished contribution in the area of 
Development of Technical Education in the state of 
Odisha. Principal, Prof. Jaideep Talukdar, received the 
citation for the same during the Inaugural Function of 

st
the 21  ISTE Annual Convention held at Gandhi 

th
Institute for Technology (GIFT), Bhubaneswar on 10  
November 2018.

Silicon comes First in Smart Odisha Hackathon 
2018

The Smart Odisha Hackathon 2018 was a part of the 
Make In Odisha Conclave 2018 which took place at 

th th
CET, Bhubaneswar from 13  to 14  November 2018. 
There was one level scrutiny after which the final round 
of Hackathon, a 36 hour non-stop coding event was 
conducted. Two groups from Silicon made it possible 
to the finals and the team saswat32_55b6 won the first 
prize. Moreover, this team has been highly appreciated 
by the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) 
and the authorities from BMC have shown their interest 
to work more on this project.

Silicon Receives Award on National Energy 
Conservation Day

The Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Ministry of 
Power, Govt. of India and Department of Energy Govt. 
of Odisha observed the National Energy Conservation 

thDay on 14  December 2018. A program was organized 
on that day in which Silicon was given an Award of 
Appreciation based on an application process. The 
application was processed by the Department of EEE.

First Prize in Trithon

Two groups from Silicon were selected to 
participate in the finale of the 24-hour Software 
Hackathon organized by Trident Academy of 

th thTechnology on 16  and 17  of February 2019. The 
teams from Silicon were “ZeroBug” headed by 

Anubhav Gupta (CSE) and “Inception” headed by 
Utsav Kumar (EEE). Out of the 27 teams that were 
selected to the finale, Team ZeroBug won the first prize 
in all problem statements presented there. The cash 
prize was of Rs. 50,000/-. The solution which team 
ZeroBug presented was based on agriculture 
application named as “KishanBandhu”. 

First Prize @ YugMa-2019

Astha School of Management organized a national 
st

level Oratory Competition “YugMa-2019” on 21  and 
nd

22  February 2019 to celebrate the birth anniversary of 
Sri Ma, The Mother. It was an event of several rounds. 

stThree of our students, Mr. Swaraj Baral from 1  year 
ndCSE, Ms. Sushree Priyadarshini from 2  year AEI, and 

nd
Ms. Malovika Parira from 2  year CSE were selected to 
participate in the competition. Mr. Swaraj Baral bagged 
the first prize consisting of Rs.25,000/- cash prize, 
trophy, and certificate.

Silicon Wins Smart India Hackathon (Software 
Edition) 2019 Title

The team from Silicon named “New Minds” was 
selected for its solution to problem statement on 
Petroleum Tanker Pilferage (under the Student 
Innovation category).  The team proposed an IoT based 
anti-pilferage solution which was highly appreciated 
by all jury members and bagged the First Prize of Rs. 
1.00 Lakh. The event was held at VelTech University, 
Madras, which is the nodal center for all Student 
Innovation ideas. The winners were Anish Kumar 
Sarangi,  Pratyush Ranjan Sahoo, Satya Prada Nayak, 
Subhangi Nayak, Priyatosh Sahu and Rituparna Sahoo.

Tata Crucible Hackathon
ndSilicon Institute of Technology won the 2  prize 

rdtitle in Tata Crucible Hackathon West Zone on 23  
March 2019. Anubhav Gupta, Disha Kumari, Rashmi 
Ranjan Pradhan, and Saswat Sarangi showcased their 
talent at the National Level.
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Events of the Staff Welfare Committee

Free Eye Testing and Watch Servicing Camp

Staff Welfare Committee set up a Free Eye Testing 
th

and Watch Servicing camp on 17  November 2018 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Many Staff Members 
attended the camp and seized the opportunity.  

Free Check-up Camp for Four Wheeler

A free check-up camp for four wheelers was held at 
stSilicon premises by Jyote Motors on 1  December 

2018. Many faculty members availed the facility of 
Vehicle health Check-up up, Electrical check-up, Dry-
wash, Road Test in case of technical issue.

Staff Sports Activities, Staff Sports Meet, Cricket 
and Volleyball tournaments

The Staff Welfare Committee organized different 
sports activities for staff members during the last few 
months. The cricket tournament was organized by 
dividing all players into six teams namely Khandagiri, 
Lalitgiri, Udaigiri, Ratnagiri, Puspagiri and Dhauligiri. 
Team Udaigiri emerged as the winner. Mr. Jitendra 
Pradhan was the player of the finals and Mr. Partha 
Sarathi Behera was the player of the tournament. The 

th
volley ball tournament was played on 12  December 
2018 between two teams named Safe Sets and Way 
Out. Team Safe Set was the winner and Mr. Baburam 
Bal was the player of the match. The Staff Sports Meet 

th
was organized on 5  January 2019 with several events 
for men and women.

Staff Award Function

The Staff Award Function of Silicon Institute of 
ndTechnology, Bhubaneswar was held on 2  March 2019. 

Nine staff members received the 15 Years Long Service 
Award and 32 staff members received the 10 Years 
Long Service Award. Besides eight faculty members 
were felicitated for their Ph. D. degree. Prizes for sports 
and cultural activities conducted earlier during the year 
were also distributed. During the program cultural 
events on song and dance were presented by staff 
members including an Odia one act play “PILISAZA”.
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Institutional Membership of Institute of Engineers 

Silicon became an Institutional Member of the 
th

Institute of Engineers India on 8  September 2018. Dr. 
S. M. Ali, the Director (Membership), Institution of 
Engineers (India), handed over the Membership 
Certificate to the Principal. Dr. Ali spoke about benefits 
which are available to an Institutional Member and 
other members of IEI. Along with the certificate Silicon 
got access to a number of e-journals of Springer. The 
FIC Library will look into the process of establishing 
the access and communicating the same to all faculty 
members. Mr. Pradipta Kumar Jena has been assigned 
the responsibility of starting the Students' Chapters of 
IEI.

Blood Donation Camp

The Silicon Student's Council along with the 
Commissionarate Police Cuttack & Bhubaneswar 

th
jointly set up a blood donation camp on 27  October 
2018. Sri Satyajit Mohanty, IPS, Commissioner of 
Police inaugurated the camp followed by a plantation 
drive organized by Silicon Green Club.

QWERTY Training Classes

The touch-typing classes of QWERTY Club 
th(Batch-3) started on 20  August. Total 39 students from 

st rd th
1 , 3 , and 5  semesters of all branches joined the club 
this time. The training classes are being held on Mon-
Fri every week from 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm. Many of the 
students have completed the lessons and are now 
practicing on Typing Tutor software and most of them 
have achieved a speed of 25-30 wpm. By the end of the 
training, all students are expected to achieve at least 30-
35 wpm. The training is being given by Dr. Debabrata 
Kar, Dean (Academics).

Alumni Meet 

thThe Alumni Meet was hosted on 28  December 
2018 by the college at the North Lawn. 214 alumni 
members from different graduating batches attended 
the meet. The Principal Dr. Jaidep Talukdar delivered 
the welcome address. A small cultural program and 
other entertainment programs were followed by dinner. 
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nd
Abhishek Kaushik, currently a B. Tech. 2  year 

CSE student was selected for Global Learning 
Program, Dubai in January 2019. He was one of the 28 
delegates selected from various reputed universities of 
India to attend the program. The motto of the program 
was to give the delegates an immersive experience of 
the start-up ecosystem of Dubai and promoting the idea 
of learning by travelling. The program consisted of 
mainly three parts Live projects, Industry Immersion, 
Final Presentation. 

In live-projects, Abhishek along with his team 
worked on finding a solution for a real-life problem of 
low cashflow for a digital marketing start-up based out 
of Dubai. The industry immersion consisted of visits 
and immersions into several local startups of Dubai, the 
major attraction being the visit to Careem, a billion 
dollar start-up and the Dubai equivalent of the Indian 
“Ola”. The sessions consisted of talks from some 
prominent personalities of Dubai, namely, Forbes-
listed CEO, Geet Bhalla, Veronica Giles - Manager of 
DTEC, Daniel Atkins, CEO of Curtin University. The 
best of the lot being the session by Samia Hasan, 
Founder of Unwind-the-Grind. The program also 
included visits to the famous Dubai Mall, Palm 
Jumeirah, Mall of the Emirates and Desert Safari. A 
keynote speech by Lucy Chow, Director WAIN started 
the final day & concluded with presentations by the 
teams. 

The program helped him know about the 
functioning of start-ups and learn from the struggle of 
the founders, along with that, the live-project helped 
him understand the nitty-gritty of a business.

Student Attends Global Learning Program at Dubai

Parents Meet
th thThe 17  Parents Meet was held on 12  January 

2019. Dr. Jaideep Talukdar, Principal, delivered the 
welcome address and Dr. Debabrata Kar, Dean 
(Academics) presented the achievements and activities 
during 2018. Er. Sanjeev Nayak (Working Trustee) and 
Dr. Saroj Kanta Misra, Dean (Administration & 
Student Affairs) addressed the gathering on placement, 
higher studies and other issues. 

Book Exhibition

A Book Exhibition was organized in the Institute 
st nd

premises on 1  and 2  February 2019. Four Vendors 
participated in the Exhibition with more than 2000 
titles of both foreign and Indian editions on display for 
students and faculties. 390 titles were recommended by 
the visitors.

Tech-O-Meter by ISTE Students Chapter

ISTE Students' Chapter of Silicon organized the 
ndevent ISTE Tech-O-Meter on 2  February 2019. There 

were 350 participants. The event Tech-O-Meter 
stcomprised two rounds: 1  round included Engineering, 

visual perception, logic & reasoning, sports, 
entertainment, decision making etc. Top 8 teams were 
selected for the finale. The final round included Case 
Study based on real life problems. There were cash 

prizes of Rs. 1500 and Rs. 1000 for the winner team and 
runners-up team respectively.

Farewell Function
thSilicon bid goodbye to the 2015-2019 batch on 27  

March 2019. Many students shared their experiences. 
Mr. Anish Kumar Sarangi got the Best Student Award 
for the batch. Miss Subhangi Nayak got the Young 
Woman Achiever Award. Mr. Bikash Kumar Singh and 
Mr. Priyatosh Sahu received the Best Placement Award 
and Best Achievement Award respectively. The core 
team of SLATE and Digital Digest were awarded for 
their contribution to the magazines. Principal,           
Dr. Jaideep Thalukdar addressed the gathering and 
spoke about their future prospects.
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Dr. Prakash Patnaik is the Principal Research Officer at 
National Research Council, Ottawa, Canada’s Aerospace 
Research Centre. He has received the prestigious and well 
deserved North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
Science and Technology Organization’s Panel Excellence 
Award in December 2018 at Athens, Greece for his 
longstanding service and extraordinary scientific 
contributions to NATO’s Applied Vehicle Technology (AVT) 
panel. His leadership and expertise in the field of high 
temperature metal alloys and coatings used in gas turbine 
engines has strengthened the core of AVT.  Prof. Patnaik 
visited Silicon for a guest lecture during a two-day National 
Seminar on Functional Materials for Emerging 
Technologies. The SLATE team had an opportunity to 
interact with Prof. Patnaik. This interview was taken by Ms. 

thDisha Kumari of CSE, 6  semester. 

Disha : You have been awarded with many 
prestigious awards throughout your career  
for your research. So how did your research 
start from the very scratch ?

Prof. Patnaik: The first thing is you should be passionate 
about what you are doing. I did my 
Metallurgical Engineering from NIT, 
Rourkela and my M.Tech. from IIT, 
Kharagpur. Then I joined McMaster 
University of Canada in the Material Science 
and Engineering department, which is one of 
the top four institutes of Canada. When I saw 
people talking about quantum physics, at 
first I was totally lost. Then I had to do a lot 
of hard work.

I was unable to understand their books of 
1978 editions at first. So I had to go back to 
the 50's publications because the original 
editions always give you more information 
than the new edition. When you start looking 

d e e p  i n t o  s c i e n c e ,  y o u  g e t  t h e  
encouragement to do the research. 

          As soon as I completed my masters I started 
applying for MIT, Stanford and a couple of 
more institutes. The MIT authorities replied 
and they were like “Why don't you join MIT?  
Are you a fool or what? Just come and do 
your PhD”. It is always your determination, 
aspirations and mentors that take you to a 
higher level of success. Success is a 
combination of many things. 

Disha : So from the very beginning you were 
focused on your career as a research 
scientist?

Prof. Patnaik: Absolutely. 100%. Nobody could change my 
determination also.

Disha : What are your thoughts about the 
deve lopment  o f  Ind ian  Resea rch  
Organizations for the last 5-6 years ?

Prof. Patnaik: I think there is a lot of opportunities here in 
India. I know some of the organizations 
which are doing great in this field. For 
example DRDO, CSIR, IMMT. I have spent 
one summer in IMMT during my training 
period in IIT. They have the facilities but 
they don't have the capacity. You need to 
know the difference. Facility is a “bunch of 
machines” but capacity is “a bunch of 
machines handled by intelligent people” 
who can take machines to another level. 
Another problem is India is the country of 
large population but that's now turning into a 
good problem because half of the population 
is youth. So I hope the youth will bring some 
good changes in future.

Almost every educational institute must 
have a group of mentors, not from their own 
organization but from outside. In institutes 
like Silicon, they should try these kind of 
models for mentorship. When I come to 
India, I see a lack of enthusiasm in students. 
There is a lack of hunger for knowledge. 
Sometimes they feel shy and hesitate to talk 
to me, but when you want to learn something 
you have to forget all those things that are 
pulling you back.

Disha : Sir, it was really great talking to you. Thank 
you so much for sparing time for this 
interview.

Prof. Patnaik: It’s my pleasure..

An Interview with Dr. Prakash Patnaik

SPECIAL FEATURE

From the reading of 'good books' there comes a richness of life

that can be obtained in no other way – Gordon B. Hinckley
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29Reading is a basic tool in the living of a good life –  Mortimer J. Adler
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30 It is a great thing to start life with a small number of really good books

which are your very own – Arthur Conan Doyle
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31Never put off till tomorrow the book you can read today – Holbrook Jackson



Mr. Bikash Singh of 8th Semester Computer Science & 
Engineering branch has been recruited with the 
highest package i.e. eight lakhs per annum in 2018-
2019 recruitment by Infosys. He had participated in 
HackwithInfy which invites passionate coders to 
compete with the best minds in programming and 
showcase their coding skills in a real-time challenge.

Disha : Hello sir! To begin with, can you tell us 
something about your preparation for the 
HackwithInfy contest?

Bikas : Hackwithinfy is a contest which basically 
tests the logic building and problem-
solving skills of a candidate, which I 
certainly believe cannot be built in a day or 
month. It requires continuous practice and 
exposure to different approaches of 
problem-solving.

I began with learning the basic concepts of 
data structures and algorithms in my initial 
years of engineering, which served as a 
foundation for my preparation. Adding to it 
I religiously followed a schedule which 
comprised of solving at least 2 competitive 
coding questions a day from various online 
sites. Apart from it what really helped me 
was, relating each concept of programming 
to solve real-life problems.

Disha : How did you work on your coding skills? 

Bikas : At first, I adhered to the programming 
courses that are included in our curriculum 
and tried to master them so that I could have 
the pre-requisites for learning the advanced 
topics.

As I mentioned, I  religiously solved at least 
two programming questions a day, 
dedicating my entire day to at least find an 
approach to solve them. Then I went on to 
slowly increase my pace and explore more 
and more different kinds of questions which 
helped me develop my problem-solving 
skills.

After a certain level when I was confident 
with my basics, I went on to learn advanced 
topics  and a lgor i thms and t r ied  
implementing those concepts on online 
coding platforms like hackerrank.com, 
codechef.com, hackerearth.com which 
have been the most productive distraction 
of my life yet.

Disha : How did Silicon and its faculty help you 

32 What kind of life can you have in a house without books? - Sherman Alexie

SLATE

with regard to HackwithInfy? 

Bikas : Some faculty members have played a very 
crucial role; they were not only been a 
constant support from the very beginning 
but also tried to clear all my doubts. It was a 
treat to learn the concepts of algorithms 
from Rudra Tripathy sir, Samleswari sir. 
And Priyabrat sir’s support is worth 
mentioning here as well.

Disha : How are these projects helpful from your 
point of view? 

Bikas : The projects were really very helpful. I was 
able to figure out certain things after 
implementing them. It seems to me that 
once you build a project using your existing 
knowledge and skill set, it gives you a sense 
of achievement and completeness, which is 
great in itself. I have made various projects 
ranging from creating and designing 
websites to projects based on machine 
learning and Internet Of Things and all of 
these have helped me enormously.

Disha : Who is your role model?

Bikas : My father. He is a self-made man who 
believes in working hard and has provided 
me constant support in everything I have 
done. He has always pushed me to be the 
best that I could be at whatever I did. His 
constant support through the activities and 
projects I am passionate about makes me 
want to do them better. 

Disha : It was a pleasure talking to you Sir.  

Bikas : Thank you Disha. 
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finest minds of past centuries – Rene Descartes



As I saw steps exceeding

I felt  I need to be more daring

To cross the steps in front of me

Which were long and had no ending.

I hope, I win this game of life

Which is mingled with hate and like

I hope, I cross this game 

To a cheer all the fare of life.

Jashmin Mishra

CSE, 3rd Sem.

Wish the Day Goes Back 

       

Wish the life pedals back to the

warm lap of my mother, 

To the age of my childhood where

I had nothing to bother;

Hoping the touch of her

soft palm on my forehead,

Be a panacea for the grief of my soul

when I am dead.

I wish the days go back!!!

Now when the life is full of bars,

I still wonder about the night

which had the dreams of moon & stars.

Those days were joyous with a child’s fantasy 

Now the doom of the approaches

with each passing day.

I wish the days go back!!!

When I have stepped into the

hypocritic life of adulthood;

I mock at my childhood curiosity to

peep into my adult mood.

The memories of my school life

still showers its fragrance & essence,

Beeping in my heart & mind,

the sweet friendship's crust

Satarising on adult's life where

innocence makes no sense

And the complication in relations to trust

I earnestly wish the days go back!!!

35The beauty of reading is that it lets you travel in a way you could never know – Alek Wek
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Amazon Web Service (AWS) at Silicon
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38 Seek the lofty by reading, hearing and seeing great work

at some moment every day – Thornton Wilder
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